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 RDM’S REPORT TO REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE -_12th October 2011.
PL4Sport Programme.
 All three NE football clubs have submitted their action plans for the next year to the Premier League for approval and although it has been confirmed that the project has been extended until August 2013, the funding available has been halved. However, despite this and the inclusion of additional sports to the programme, table tennis continues to do well in our NE football clubs and the number of satellites attached to each ‘hub’ table tennis club could well increase from the original four. Following Alan Hedley’s retirement from the 10 hour per week CS&CO post at Newcastle in July, Andrew Dryden is now carrying out this role. Sunderland has Peter Yeung plus the football club’s community coaches who have now been trained up by Regional Coach Matt Stanforth, whilst Steven Brunskill, Coach Manager at Ormesby TT Club, coaches in Middlesbrough satellites.
Ping Project.

This is part of a three year project to get the nation playing ping pong. Next year the project will be ‘back in London and two other cities for the Olympics’. Following the success of this project in London, Birmingham and Hull, an announcement is awaited regarding the identity of the further two Cities which will be involved. Sunderland City Council has expressed an interest in hosting the project.
 Level 3 Schools Competition.


Following the Tyne and Wear CSP’s pilot of this new form of School Sport competition in July, involving 14 sports over 2 days at different venues, discussions are taking place with the newly appointed School Games Officers (SGO’s) all over the NE Region to determine each other’s roles and requirements in terms of competition formats, target age groups, timetable etc.
Workplace Health Physical Activity Programme.

As part of this programme ‘Instant Ping Pong’ packs have been issued for evaluation to the Regional Office of Sport England, each of the four NE County Sport Partnerships, Newcastle University and Hartlepool Borough Council. Early reaction to this initiative has been very positive. The CSP’s intend to facilitate events later in the year between the various sports National Governing Bodies and the 279 NE employers who have expressed an interest in this programme to progress this matter.
Sport Makers Programme.


This project will use the inspirational pull of London 2012 to recruit, train and deploy 40,000 new sports volunteers aged 16 years and over to make sport happen across the country. All Sport Makers must register through an online system ‘www.sportmakers.co.uk’ and use the system to identify and sign up to volunteering opportunities. Locally, clubs, leagues, and County Associations are being encouraged to upload details of their potential volunteering opportunities which prospective Sport Makers can view online and register their interest in.
UKCC Coaching Courses.

Day 1 of a UKCC Level 1 coaching course is taking place at Hartlepool St. Hild’s Church of England School, on Sunday, 16th October with Day 2 scheduled for Sunday, 4th December 2011. The course tutor will be Keith Thomas and the Assessor for the second day Cliff Edens. It is proposed to arrange one further Level 1 course, and a Level 2 course, early in 2012.
Recruitment of Umpires.
 Candidates who have successfully completed the Young Officials Award course over the last two years are being contacted to ascertain if any would be interested in pursuing umpiring qualifications or some other role/involvement in the sport. These young people are being invited to attend the Stockton 4 star tournament at Thornaby Pavilion on 29th and 30th October as guests of the Organising Committee.
Club Development events.

Arrangements are being made to hold two ‘Club Development’ workshops in the NE Region later in the year. They will be of 2 hours duration each on successive nights, one in the north of the Region and one in the south. These will be aimed at current Premier clubs as well as potential new clubs such as Team Northumbria (Northumbria University), Humshaugh, Matfen, Boldon, Lanchester, Easington, Queens Campus, Stockton, etc.
Change 4 Life Sports Clubs (C4LSC)


58 Schools within the Region had expressed an interest in having an after school table tennis club through this programme, and were allocated £850 each for the purchase of equipment. A further £250 was made available to cover coaching qualifications. It is intended that these clubs be operated by adults other than teachers (AOTT’s) and the students themselves. After stalling somewhat due to the restructuring of school sports brought about by the Government cutbacks, this programme is to be ‘kick-started’ again next year. It is also seen by some as a potential opportunity for players and coaches from our traditional table tennis teams/clubs/leagues to get involved and help set up these new clubs, and in so doing, perhaps find themselves a new venue with good facilities, and perhaps also gain (funded) coaching qualifications.
Active Schools list.


This list, containing contact and address details of every school in the NE Region where table tennis is being played, is being updated on behalf of the English Schools Table Tennis Association in conjunction with ESTTA County Secretaries Steve Ralph (Northumberland), Bernie Morris (Tyne & Wear), Dan Nicholson (Durham) and Steve Burge (Cleveland).
                                                                                                                                                    Tony Taylor.

Regional Development Manager.

11th October 2011.
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