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Durham City Community Badminton Network
Durham City Community Badminton Network (CBN) provides a way of linking up all of the badminton activity that takes place in Durham City. The network is made up of a mixture of professional partners and volunteers, with the idea being that by working together we can get more people playing badminton in Durham City and provide a place for anyone of any age and ability to play. The aim for Network is eventually to be the “come to place” for anyone wanting to play badminton, or organise badminton.
The management committee is made up of a Chair, Treasurer and Secretary. As a constituted Network we are able to apply for funding externally such as Sport England Small Grant’s Bids and Sportivate etc. 

The Chair of the Durham City Community Badminton Network is Gill Hay. Gill joined the Network as a representative from Durham City Badminton Club. Heavily involved with Durham County Badminton Association and a large number of clubs, Gill is an outstanding volunteer for the Network. 
The Treasurer of the Durham City Community Badminton Network is Rachel Frobisher. Employed by BADMINTON England, Rachel provides support to the Network through her role as Regional Officer.
The Secretary of the Durham City Community Badminton Network is Tom Hall. Tom Hall is the Community Liaison Officer for Durham University, and joins us as a youth representative on the Network.  

The Community Badminton Network operates by setting up No Strings Badminton Franchises, short participation programmes targeting specific groups within the population, working with schools and colleges, whilst all the while promoting current activity as an exit routes for people to continue playing badminton.
What has Durham City Community Badminton Network done so far?

· Run a 12 week junior programme for local schools based at Freeman’s Quay Leisure Centre

· Durham Doubles Adult Annual Tournament

· Midweek Adult Beginners session

· Change 4 Life Badminton Club at New College and Premier College Application planned
· Durham University:

· Recruited 2 new Higher Education Officers to increase participation
· 2010/2011 saw an increase of 300 people playing badminton at Durham University due to promotion and new programmes supported by Durham City CBN

· Staff Badminton Club promoted and funded

· Coaching Bursary granted to train Coach to deliver Disability Badminton

· Small Grant Application submitted and successfully granted to support a new Junior and Adult Badminton Club in Durham City. The Network has been funded £9911.00 to start up the club, and do extensive Outreach projects in schools and colleges across the City. This new club is called Durham Swifts Badminton Club. 

What is next for Durham City Community Badminton Network?

· Promote, Launch and Run Durham Swifts Badminton Club

· Macmillan Cancer Pilot

· Parkinson’s UK Project

· Durham Johnson Premier School Application

· New College Premier College Application

· Workplace Badminton Scheme/Weight Management Badminton Scheme
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