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COUNTY SPORTS PARTNERSHIP CLUBMARK INFORMATION SEPTEMBER 2010
COUNTY DURHAM SPORT
Introduction

Following the report distributed in April 2010, we are now able to incorporate the Football Association’s (FA’s) Charter Standard clubs into the mapping and reporting process. We shall also, from this point on be including them in future reports as they are now fully integrated into Clubmark. We are, however, aware that many CSPs may wish to compare progress with previous work so this is also covered. In line with previous comparisons this report is based on data received in the past year from September 2009 to September 2010. The Football information relates to data from October 2010.
Background

The number of Clubmark clubs nationally continues to rise; from 5,614 in September 2009 to 6,509 in September 2010 (an increase of 15.94%). Since then, adding in the FA Clubmark clubs the number at the end of October 2010 has risen to 10,252. The ‘working towards’ clubs appear to have levelled out i.e. the number of clubs registered as working towards accreditation is equivalent to the number of accreditations per month at approximately 4,700 (not including FA data). It indicates that the underlying upward trend remains strong especially as many of the ‘easy wins’ have been incorporated. It also implies that smaller, less well resourced clubs are looking to gain Clubmark accreditation.

External verification continues to highlight the importance of accreditation to community sports clubs. The results, this year, indicate strong evidential files for Clubmark clubs run, as ever, by committed volunteers.  This is, arguably, a real example of the ‘Big Society’ in action.  In general, the numbers are looking even better for Clubmark given the over 50 different sports accredited. Headlines include:
· 10,000+ Clubmark accredited clubs

· Based on a (conservative) average of three school-club links per accredited club this equates to over 30,000 school club links
· Increased junior participation with an estimated 1,000,000 young people taking part on a regular sustainable basis in Clubmark clubs
· Raising the number of active qualified coaches and improving the levels of coach qualifications. Assuming a conservative average of eight per club this equates to over 80,000 active coaches driving up standards across the country
· Improving the reliability of sports volunteers. According to the CCPR average of 22 volunteers per sports club, this equates to nearly one quarter of a million people engaged in volunteering within these clubs
All these facts point to the underlying trend that Clubmark clubs continue to be the backbone of community sport offering effective, sustainable, opportunities to young people across the country.
The information below is designed to enable you to:

· Compare the performance of your partnership area with trends at regional and national level
· Identify gaps in Clubmark provision in your area
· Consider whether you have sufficient Clubmark clubs to service communities in your areas of higher deprivation and localities per se
· Consider what interventions and resources you and partners can make available to increase the number of clubs achieving Clubmark minimum operating standards in your area
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Clubmark and working towards clubs; County Durham by population density

The map shows the number and distribution of Clubmark/working towards clubs in the CSP as of September 2010. County Durham now has 57 Clubmark clubs plus a further 51 ‘working towards’. This equates to approximately 17% of the regional accredited total (342 Clubmark Accredited clubs excluding football).

County Durham has the fourth highest number of accredited clubs in the North East and has increased its numbers by just over 16.0% in the last year as well as increasing its working towards by over 30.0%. The North East has the least accredited clubs in the Country compared to Sport England’s other eight regions. It also has the smallest population of regions.
Table to compare numbers of accredited and working towards clubs across the region
	North East
	September 2009
	September 2010
	%

	CSPs
	AC
	WT
	TOT
	AC
	WT
	TOT
	plus or minus

	County Durham Sport
	49
	39
	88
	57
	51
	108
	16.33

	Northumberland Sport
	62
	43
	105
	67
	52
	119
	8.06

	Tees Valley Sport
	83
	36
	119
	93
	39
	132
	12.05

	Tyne & Wear Sport
	103
	64
	167
	125
	69
	194
	21.36

	North East CSP not specified
	 
	1
	1
	 
	1
	1
	

	TOTAL
	297
	183
	480
	342
	212
	554
	15.15


(AC= Clubmark accredited, WT = working towards, TOT = Total)

Clubmark and the FA
As mentioned above, FA Charter Standard clubs (juniors) are part of the Clubmark family. The FA has subjected itself to the same rigours of licensing, assessment and external verification as all other sports. We are, therefore, pleased to be able to share this additional information with our partners indicating the difference this makes to your area in the belief that it can better help you plan for the future.
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Clubmark/FA Charter Standard clubs; County Durham set against Indices Multiple Deprivation
Table to compare local authorities Clubmark accredited clubs across the County including football 
	County Durham Sport
	October 2010

	Local Authority
	AC
	FA
	TOTAL

	Durham County Council
	57
	 63
	120

	TOTAL
	57
	63
	120


Totals may vary slightly due to variations in data

The figures above (extracted from the Clubmark database) allow direct comparison of the number of Clubmark accredited clubs in local authorities. This includes all accredited clubs and identifies the number of ‘new’ accredited football clubs. It is updated on a monthly basis courtesy of the relevant NGBs and CSPs. To obtain additional information please download the database from: http://www.clubmark.org.uk/resources/clubmark-accredited-clubs-database
Several local authorities and CSPs across the country have now adopted the Clubmark Charter to underpin and support their work with community sports clubs. The benefits of using the Charter and more information on this can be found at: http://www.clubmark.org.uk/benefits/the-clubmark-charter
With over 30 CSPs licensed to accredit clubs from less well resourced and smaller NGBs and 41 out of the 46 Sport England funded NGBs involved in the process, there are few reasons why all clubs from Sport England recognised NGBs should not meet minimum operating standards (Clubmark), now an industry norm. With over 10,000 Clubmark clubs and numbers still rising we believe that the ground work is being prepared for a genuine and long lasting legacy for London 2012.

For further information on Clubmark visit http://www.clubmark.org.uk  or contact Clare MacLeod, National Clubmark Manager on 0161 764 7040 or email clare.macleod@kkp.co.uk. We hope you find the attached of value when benchmarking performance and setting targets for future growth.
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